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the military was played.   A 

PowerPoint of each mili tary 

branchõs flag was displayed as 

their song was played.  Next in 
the program, (pictured from left) 

Jake Edenfield, Ethan Byler, Nick 

McClendon and Steven Vassallo 
p e r f o r m e d  a  f l a g  f o l d i n g        

ceremony while Cassidy Hitt and 

Kayla Yon read what the flag and 

the folds stands for.  The next 
part of the program was a moment of silence in    

memory all the Veterans in the United States 

who have died followed by the playing of Taps.   

Closing comments for the assembly were 
given by Mr. Ronnie Hand, our principal.  He 

talked about what the veterans, both living and 

passed, have seen and done in the military for 

our country.  He stated that the Veterans are 
the reason we are a free country today and are 

able to live the life that we live and do the 

things that we do.  He also stated that there are 
soldiers fighting right now in foreign countries 

that we all know and are graduates of Altha 

Public School.  He also stated that Veterans are 
very important people, so everyday say thank 

you to any person in the Army, Air Force, 

Navy, Coast Guard, and Marines.   

Due to technical difficulties, the video of 

our local veterans could not be played.  How-
ever, we would like to invite anyone that wants 

to include any local veteran in the video that 

has not already done so, to please send the 
information including a military photo to Mrs. 

Sara Waldorff or to Mr. Russell Baggett.  They 

will be an updating the video and will be pre-

senting it to the studentõs body and community 
upon completion.  A reception for our local 

Veterans followed the program.  THANK YOU, 

VETERANS!!  
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Altha School celebrated Veterans Day on 
Tuesday, November 11, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. in the 

Gym.  Caitlin Bruner, Altha Public School    

Student Body President gave an introduction 

and read a letter from President George W. 
Bush about Veterans Day. The Second and 

Third Graders under the direction of Mrs. Tina 

Smith then gave a musical tribute to honor the 
veterans.   

Mallory Basford and Heather Reagan told 

the history about Veterans Day.  They stated 

that fighting stopped between the Allied nations 

and Germany at the eleventh hour of the    
eleventh day of the eleventh month.  For that 

reason, November 11, 1918, is generally      

regarded as the end of the òwar to end all 
warsó and was known Armistice Day. An Act of 

Congress on May 13, 1938 made the 11th of 

November a legal holiday known as Armistice 

Day each year dedicated to the cause of world 
peace. The 83rd Congress amended the Act of 

1938 by striking out the word Armistice and 

inserting Veterans in its place. Veterans Day is 
honors Americaõs veterans for their patriotism, 

their love of country, and their willingness to 

serve and sacrifice for the common good.ó 

 Elizabeth Reagan told the difference     

between the celebration of Memorial Day and 
Veterans Day.  Both holidays were established 

to honor the men and women who have worn 

the uniform of the United States Armed Forces.  
However, Memorial Day, observed on the last 

Monday in May, is set aside as a day for       

remembering and honoring military personnel 
who died in the service of their country while 

Veterans Day is intended to thank and honor all 

those who served honorably in the military-in 

wartime or peacetime being alive or dead. 

The veterans were asked to stand and be 
recognized as their songs for their branch of 

By Jeremy Pate and Russell Baggett 
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2 0 0 8  G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n  R e s u l t s  

Here are the results of the 2008 General Elections for the 
United States, Florida and Calhoun County.  Senator Barrack 

Obama has won the United States Presidential election of 2008. 

Our Representative in Congress for District 2 which ranges 

from Okaloosa to Suwannee County was Allen Boyd with 
61.9% of the votes. State Attorney for the 14th Judicial Circuit 

which includes the counties of Bay, Calhoun, Gulf, Holmes, 

Jackson and Washington, was Glenn Hess with 54% of the vote. 
The Calhoun County Clerk of the Circuit Court was Ruth W. 

Attaway with 65.2% of the votes, Calhoun County Sheriff was 

David L. Tatum with 47.9% of the votes, Calhoun County Tax 

Collector was Becky Trickey Smith with 56.5% of the votes, 
Calhoun County Supervisor of Elections was Margie Laramore 

with 76.2% of the votes and Superintendent of Schools was 

Tommy McClellan with 49% of the votes.  In County Commis-
sioner District 1 race, our own Danny Ray Wise retained his 

By Elizabeth Reagan 
seat with 76.1% of the votes and in Distirct 5, Harold Pickron 

won this seat with 53.9% of the votes.  In the School Board 

races, Danny Ryals won the District 1 seat on the board with 

57.7% of the votes and in District 4, Kenneth F. Speights was 
elected with 57.1% of the votes. Several Florida Supreme Court 

and District Judges were up for retention as Judges with all   

except on being retained.   

In the amendments to the Florida Constitution which   
required a 60% approval, all amendments passed except 

Amendment   1-Declaration of Rights and Amendment 6-Local 

Option for Community College Funding.   

 Several seniors of the Class of 2009 were able to   

participate in their very first presidential election and have their 
vote count in what is being called a òhistory making election.  òI 

was able to go and vote! It kind of gives you power just a little 

bit. I was excited and glad that I had registered to vote because 
if not then I would have regretted it.ó  

Would you want your vote to count? I would! Thatõs    
exactly how I felt on November 4th, 2008 when I participated in 

the mock election sponsored by the Altha Public School      

Student Council.  On election Tuesday, before school began, 

Mr. Russell Baggett, Student Council Sponsor, set up a table 
outside his classroom to allow the middle and high school   

students to voice their opinion by voting. Voting continued at 

break and then ended when the high school bell rang for sixth 
period.   

We voted for who we wanted to be President of the 

United States, who would represent us in the U.S Congress and 

who we wanted as the 14th Judicial Circuit State Attorney.   

Students voted by completing the ballot and putting it in a 
locked black box. They voted for who they wanted and didnõt 

listen to anybody else. The candidate for president who won at 
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By Elizabeth Reagan 
our school was Senator John McCain with 129 votes, followed 

by Senator Barrack Obama with 33 votes. State Attorney for 

the 14th Judicial Circuit was Steve Meadows with 105 votes 

followed by Glenn Hess with 71 votes. Our representative in 
the Congressional race was close with Allen Boyd receiving 87 

votes to Mark Mulliganõs 81.    

Participating in this mock election, gave students          

experience with one of the rights of a citizen of the United 
States; being able to voice their opinions on who will be their 

voice in the government. Although our mock election didnõt 

turn out like the real election, our students stil l had            

opportunity to vote.   

Being 18, I was actually able to go to the real polls and 
vote!  It kind of gives you power just a little bit. I was excited 

and glad that I had registered to vote because if not then I 

would have regretted it. 

T h a n k s g i v i n g  

B a s k e t s  

By Lane Parrish 

The Junior and Senior Fellowship of Christian Athletes and 
Junior Beta and Swat, would like to thank the faculty, staff and 

students of Altha Public School for so graciously giving to fami-

lies that need help with their Thanksgiving meals. 

The elementary students in Pre-K through 3 donated food 

items such as Brownie mix, stuffing mix, Canned vegetables, 
seasonings, cranberry sauce, tea, sugar, and pumpkin pie filling. 

The faculty, staff and students in grades 4-12 donated 

money to purchase milk, butter, eggs, celery, onions, potatoes, 

turkeys, roasting pans, and other items needed to fill the bas-

kets. Thanks to the school faculty, staff and students for all their 
help.  Several families in the Altha area will now have a wonder-

ful Thanksgiving. 

FCA Members Brianna Yon, Mackenzie May,  Madison Rowe and Ciara Davis 

are ready to prepare the Thanksgiving Meal Baskets that will go to families in  

our community so that they may have a wonderful Thanksgiving. 
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During Red Ribbon Week our school took part in a food 
drive sponsored by FCA. Students were asked to bring in canned 

goods all week.  The canned goods that we collected went to 

the Elder Care Services.  The slogan for Red Ribbon Week was 

also the slogan for the food drive, òI Can, You Can, We Can Be 
Drug Free.ó    Congratulations to Mrs. Rhonda Price and her 

Second Grade class 

who donated the 
most items. 

By Christian Bay 
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F o r  S o l d i e r s  

The senior class is joining with Chipolaõs Chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa to collect Cell Phones for Soldiers.  Donate your 

old cell phones even if they are not in working order.  They are 

recycled and the proceeds go to buy phone card to send     

overseas soldiers so that they can call their families and loved 
ones back home.  If you have old cell phones lying around and 

not being used, please donate to this charitable cause!  You can 

go to CellPhonesForSoldiers.com to learn how to delete      
personal information from your phone and for more details.  

Bring your donations to Mr. Sherry Joyner at Altha School.  Your 

participation in this endeavor is greatly appreciated! 

By Brittany Stephens 

Guess The Faculty Member From The Clues  
 
Date of Birth:         May 17, 1963    Worst Fear:           Roaches and other òCrunchyó Bugs 
 

Education:      Hobbies:  Family time especially with my Granddaughter,  

High School:           Pace High School      swimming, horses, animals, flowers, & jewelry 

College:                Florida State University       
 

Pet Peeve:              My husband changing the TV channel  Favorite Quotes: òIf you do what youõve always done, youõre going 

  without warning!      to get what youõve always gottenó 
   

Favorite Book:       Shoot Low Boys, Theyõre Riding Shetland Ponies    òSome people cause happiness wherever they go 

  and Lonesome Dove                               and others cause happiness whenever they goó 
 

Favorite Food:        Chocolate and Tab soda     òWe are given two ends, one to think with and 

         one to sit on.  Heads you win, Tails you lose.ó 

 
W i l d c a t   W i s d o m  

Whoõs this teacher?  Answer on Page 8 

V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  2 

C a l l  o f  D u t y  4  

T o u r n a m e n t  

The Call of Duty 4 Tournament sponsored by the Altha 

Weightlifting team was held at the Altha High School gym on 

November 1, 2008 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. This event was open 

to all who wanted to come out and play the Call of Duty 4 

game on  X-Box 360.  Coach Robbie Smith set up a big screen 

in the gym with the sound effects projecting through the  

speakers for an awesome video game experience. There was a 

10 dollar entry fee charged for all participants with the        

proceeds going to the Altha Weightlifting Team. The winners 

for this first tournament were 6th Graders Jamie Coleman and 

Aaron Young. The runner ups were Seniors Ethan Byler and 

Jake Edenfield. Everyone had an  excellent time playing Call of 

Duty 4 and look forward to the next one in December. The           

tournamentõs game and date has yet to be chosen but will be 

announced at a later date. 

By Justin Stewart 

Contributed Photo 

Winners and Runner-ups for the Call of Duty 4 Tournament 

are from left, Ethan Byler runner-up, Winners; Aaron Young 

and Jamie Coleman and runner-up Jake Edenfield.  

Sara Waldorff Photo 

FCA Members, Mrs. 

Price and some of her 

2nd Graders  with all the 

canned goods collected 

as part of Red Ribbon 

Week. 


