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Guess The Faculty Member  

From The Clues  

 

Date of Birth:        May 5, 1968 
 

Education: 

High School:          Blountstown High  

College:              Florida State University 
 

Hobbies:               Hunting, Fishing, Old  

                            Cars and Motorcycles 
 

Worst Fear:          One day Freshman  

                            might rule the country 
 

Favorite Food:       Steak 
 

Pet Peeve:             Apathy  
 

Favorite Book:      Harley-Davidson Shop 

             Manual  
 

 

Whoõs this teacher?  Answer on Page 6 

If you are reading this, you are holding a copy of Altha 
Public Schoolõs Paw Prints, our newly revitalized school    

newspaper.  Paw Prints is the traditional name of our school 

newspaper which several years ago fell by the wayside due to    

various reasons.   

The Faculty and Staff of Altha Public School have been 
trying in recent years to bring back to the students and the 

community of Altha, a school newspaper generated by the 

students and for the students.  Their commitment to            
re-establishing a school newspaper has been demonstrated in 

the School Improvement Plan of Altha Public School.  One of 

the Writing Goals in the plan is that at least one class will 

publish a school newspaper.  The Faculty and Staff believe that 
this is a worthwhile endeavor for students so that they may 

have a voice in the school/community in which they live.  

The newspaper will allow students to express their first 

amendment right of freedom of the press, all while learning 
how to convey their thoughts, feelings, and ideas. 

The students in the 11th/12th Grade Intensive Reading 

Class have taken on the task of producing this monthly 

student newspaper.   Many of the Sunshine State Standards 
for Intensive Reading can be met by learning about writing 

such as reference, research, main idea, details, authorõs 

purpose, authorõs point of view, and vocabulary.  Research 

has proven that if you can read well, you can write well 
and if you can write well, you can read well.  The 11th/12th 

Grade Intensive Reading Classes hope that that you enjoy 

this first issue and will look forward to future issues. 

Intensive Reading Portables.  

After the remnants of the           

buildings were removed, the 

soil came next. As viewed in 
the top photo, ton after ton 

of dirt was removed from 

our campus and replaced 
with untainted soil.  The 

process took all summer and 

sod was placed onto the sight 

during pre-school for this 
new look (Bottom Photo).   

Monitoring of the sight con-

tinues as does the replacing 
of bell, fire alarm, intercom 

and closed circuit television 

wires and cables around the 
campus. 

P a w  P r i n t s  H a v e  R e t u r n e d !  

I n s i d e  t h i s  

i s s u e :  
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D e m o l i t i o n  

W i l d c a t  
W i s d o m  

As most of you are aware, Altha Public School went 
through a transformation over the summer.  To clean up the 

petroleum contamination found underneath the elementary 

buildings, they had to come down.  As soon as the last bell 

rang for summer break, construction crews came onto     
campus to demolish the two wings between the library and     

Sara Waldorff Photo 

Nick McLendon Photo 



 

 

On Wednesday, October 15, 

2008, the Altha Public School FFA 

Chapter went to the 2008 Sunbelt 

Ag Expo: North Americaõs Premier 

Ag Show in Moultrie, Georgia to see 

agriculture exhibits from all across 

the United States.   

The FFA members attended this 

yearly event which has over 1200    

exhibi tors  on a 100 acre s i te    

showcasing the latest in farming 

technology.  There was a huge    

selection of tractors, equipment, 

trucks, livestock, and hunting/f ishing      

accessories. 

Steven Vassallo stated that òthere 

were a lot of hunting and fishing vendors 

that had cool stuff which they did not have 

last year especially the new hog trap door 

which would benefit the local farmers.ó   

Colleges from the Southeastern U.S. 

such as Florida, Auburn, and Georgia had 

the ir  own bu i ld ing to  d isp lay their         

agriculture connection to attract new   

students.  Each college had free items they 

were giving away to spectators. 

Visitors could also take a tram to 

surrounding fields where crops such 

as cotton, corn, soybeans, peanuts 

and hay were being harvested.  Jake 

Edenfield stated that all the tractors 

were more sophisticated than older 

ones for they have GPS capabilities 

that required little manual driving.   

Due to its immense size and the 

amount of exhibitors, one day was 

not enough time to look at all the 

exhibits. The Altha FFA members 

canõt wait until next year.  

to help save lives. When 

people are sent to the    

hospital, where do you 

think the blood that they 

might need comes from? 

The blood comes from you.  

There were a great number 

of people to give blood, 

which was excellent. Over 

30 people attempted to 

On October 17th, the 

Southeastern Community 

Blood Centerõs Blood   

Mobile came to Altha Public 

School for our Fall 2008 

Blood Drive. For those of 

you who donõt know what a 

blood drive is, well youõre 

in luck. The blood drive is 

when you give your blood 

give blood and 25 donors 

including many students did 

indeed give a pint of their 

b l o od .  Ev e r yo n e  t ha t     

furnish or tried to provide 

blood got an awesome 

òDonors Rock, Give Bloodó 

t-shirt. The Blood Mobile 

will be back in the spring 

for another blood drive.  

Mrs. Marcia Edenfield proudly displays 

her òDonors Rock ò T-shirt which she 

received while donating blood. 

F F A  V i s i t s  S u n B e l t  A g  E x p o  

B l o o d  M o b i l e  R o l l s   

O n t o  C a m p u s   

P a g e  2       N e w s  

By KK Beauchamp 

By Lane Parrish,  Mason Payne and Justin Stewart 

Russell Baggett Photo 

V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  1 

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ė s  C y b e r  S a f e t y 

victimized by online predators. 

Are you actively using a MySpace or 

Facebook page? These are social networking 

sites that have unique ways to communicate 

with friends, share ideas and express      
oneself. However, it is important to keep in 

mind that whatever is put on these sites 

such as personal information and    pictures 
will stay on the internet forever. 

Mabry also stated that the  Florida   

Attorney General has developed a website: 

www.safeflorida.net/safesurf.  It provides 

information on how to stay safe on the 
internet. The website also has a link to the 

Cyber Crime Unitõs MySpace page and   

stories from people who were victimized by 
predators on the internet. Adding the page 

to your friends list so the unitõs badge    

appears on your page allows you to chat 

with Cyber Crime Unitõs law enforcements 

On Thursday, October 23, 2008, 
Michelle Mabry with Florida Attorney 

General Bill McCollumõs Cyber Crime 

Unit presented a   CyberSafety    

program to middle and high school 
students at Altha Public School. The 

program specifically targets students 

on the subject of online personal 
safe ty  and  or ig ina l l y  began in        

September of 2007 all across the 

state of Florida.  Mabry gave  students 

information about the    danger and 
risks of on-line predators, tactics  

being used by them, what  constitutes 

a cyber crime and how to report it. 

The presentation included a 
PowerPoint with on screen graphics 

for the students to follow.  Video 

inserts presented short stories and 

interviews of actual teens who were       

officers to enhance your level of   

protection from predators. 

Mabry discussed signs to tell if a 

friend is in Cyber Danger? Here are 

some ways to tellé 
 

¶Does your friend spend an  

unusual amount of  t ime onl ine     
chatting? 

¶Does your friend get upset if 

he/she is not able to get to the    

computer to chat or check e-mail? 

¶Is your friend isolating him or 
herself from their friends and family? 

¶Is your friend too attached to 

the cell phone or afraid to miss a call? 
 

If you believe that a friend is in 

Cyber Danger, encourage him/her to 

seek help. 

By Lane Parrish, Mason Payne and Justin Stewart 

http://www.safeflorida.net/safesurf


 

 

which is embedded in the Rotunda 

Floor. The official motto of the court 

is SAT CITO SI RECTE  meaning SOON 

ENOUGH IF DONE RIGHTLY.  Lady 
Justice is shown sitt ing on steps    

holding a scale to show justice is 

spread equal through out.  An eagle 
represents the United States legal     

system and faces Lady Justice. 

The Supreme Courtsõ major   

duties include resolving constitutional       

questions, settling disputes among the 
b r a n c h es  o f  g ov e r n m en t ,  a nd         

determining the validity of the death 

sentences.  A Supreme Court case 
shared was Students Against the War 

vs. School.  In this case, students at 

Lincoln High in the State of Florida 

were protesting Operation  Desert 

Storm by wearing black arm bands and 

the school system outlawed the action, 

a violation of the studentsõ first   

amendment right of freedom of speech. 

T h e  s t u d e n t s  v i s i t e d  t h e         
court room where Mr.  Thomson      

explained about the court and had the 

opportunity to actually sit in the      
Justicesõ Chairs where they took part in 

a skit on Students Against the War vs. 

School.   

After the courthouse visit, the  

students enjoyed lunch at Golden    
Corral.  The students would like to say 

thank you to Mrs. Marshall for a     

wonderful field trip.  They would also 
like to extend their appreciation to Ms. 

McGill for driving the bus.  

Royalty Candidates for each grade level included: 
 

12th Grade   Tony Golden and Carrie Tucker 

11th Grade   Brett Floyd and Summer Attaway 

10th Grade   Kyle Parrish and Maggie Blue 

9th Grade,  Kenny Johnson and Marissa Colman 

8th Grade  Corey Barton and Michaela Strawn 

7th Grade  Kevin Dean and Dina Vaughn 

Lasseterõs 6th Grade Aaron Young and Mary Sewell 

Sumnerõs 6th Grade Tristan Griffin and Brooke Boggs 

Adkinõs 5th Grade Tristan Mans and Lizzie Watson 

Griswoldõs 5th Grad  Joseph Graham and Aleisa Griffin 

Chamberõs 4th Grad  Jaylon Hall and Abbie Edenfield 

Williamsõ 4th Grade  Seth Alday and Brie Durrance 
 

The winners are from the 10-12th Division, the 12th Graders Tony Golden and 

Carrie Tucker, in the 7-9th Division, the 8th Graders Corey Barton and Dina Vaughn, 
and the 4-6th Division, Mrs. Chambers 4th Graders Jaylon Hall and Abbie Edenfield. 

Autumn Fest sponsored by the Senior Beta Club was held that night from 6 to 

8 P.M. at the Altha Softball Field. There were a lot of fun games that the people of 

all ages enjoyed. There was the 6th Grade Jail and Bail, Giant Slide, the Fish Pond, the 

Cake Walk and a whole lot more.  There was also plenty to eat such as chili, hot 
dogs, candied apples and funnel cakes.  Despite the foul weather everyone still   

enjoyed the fest. 

W i l d c a t s  B e c o m e  S u p r e m e  J u s t i c e s  

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  1 

On Tuesday, October 14, 2008, 
Mrs. Alice Marshall, one of our    

history teachers at Altha, took her 

Fifth Period U.S. History and Sixth 

Period American History class to the 
State of Florida Supreme Court in 

Tallahassee.  This field trip was     

arranged in order for students to 
become more knowledgeable about 

our legal system.  Mr. Thomson, with 

the Florida Supreme Court, gave a 

guided tour and discussed topics 
about issues dealing with the court 

system.   

The tour began in the Supreme 

Court Rotunda which is where    
officials meet to go in the courtroom.  

Mr. Thomson discussed the Seal of 

Floridaõs Territorial Court of Appeals 

By Jeremy Pate 

N e w s  

2008 òWildcató 

League of Our Own 

$40 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limited Supply  
See Mrs. Waldorff in the  

Media Center  
 

Make checks payable to  

Altha Public School  

By Russell Baggett, Lane Parrish and Ben Willis 

A u t u m n  F e s t  2 0 0 8 - 2 0 0 9   

Everyone had a blast dressing up for the annual Autumn Fest on Friday, October 24, 2008.  At 9:00 A.M., the Altha Senior Beta 
Club held the awards assembly where they awarded prizes for the best costume, the best poster and crowned this year Autumn 

Fest Royalty.  Some of the 8th Graders along with Ms. McGill and Mr. Baggett performed a line dance to Alan Jacksonõs song Goodtime 

to kick the assembly off.  This year Pre-K through 5th grade were encouraged to dress in costumes that were school   appropriate.  

One winner from each grade was chosen and given a goody bag.  The students 6-12th Grade had a òBattle of the Themes Contest.ó   
Each class picked a theme for which the whole class dressed. The 12th Graders were super heroes while the 11th Graders were the 

evil villains. The 10th Graders were cops and robbers while the 9th Graders chose to be sports figures.  The 8th Graders dressed in 

rodeo attire, the 7th Graders were rock stars and the 6th Graders were the law and outlaws. 
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S u n s h i n e  S t a t e  

Y o u n g  R e a d e r s  

By Sylvia Barton and Elizabeth Reagan 

The Sunshine State Young Readerõs Award is underway. 
The SSYRA is a statewide program for students in 3-8th grades. 

The program motivates kids to read independently for personal 

satisfaction based on interest rather than reading level. This 

program is cosponsored by Florida Association for Media in 
Education and School Library Media Services office of the    

Department of Education. Students are encouraged to read a 

wide range of books to improve their reading fluency. Some of 
the books for grades 3-5 are òThe Blue Ghostó by Marion Dane 

Bauer, òNo Talkingó by Andrew Clements, and The Missing 

Manateeó by Cynthia Defelice. For grades 6-8th some of the 

books include òShakespeareõs Secretó by Elise Broach, 
òWhisper in the Darkó by Joseph Bruchac, and òRed Kayakó by 

Priscilla Cummings. 

Books nominated for the Sunshine State Young Readerõs 

Award program are chosen based on the following criteria: 
 

¶High Degree of reading appeal. 

¶Representation of various genres. 

¶Favorable reviews. 

¶Theme, plot and characters appropriate for audience and 

 purpose. 

¶Authorõs use of language and its effect appropriate to the 

 Intent and theme. 

¶Two lists of fifteen books are nominated each year. 

 One list for grades 3-5 and one list for grades 6-8) 

¶Books are fiction only 

¶The copyright of the books is within the last four years. 
 

Students are encouraged to read at least 3 of the titles. 
Students who read or hear at least three of the books are    

eligible to vote for their favorite book. 

Voting takes place in the spring. The author of the book 

receiving the most votes is presented with an award at the  

annual FAME conference. 

C h i p o l a  C o l l e g e  

S e n i o r  D a y  

By Nick McLendon and Benjamin Willis 

On October 15, 2008, the AHS Seniors of 2009 had an 
opportunity to tour Chipola College as part of Senior Day   

presented by the Chipola Student Ambassadors. 

There were thirteen schools of the Chipola area that   

attended.  The day started off with all the seniors gathering in 

the Johnson Health Center. They were entertained by the 
Chipola Jazz Band as well as the Chipola Cheerleaders, one of 

which is an Altha Alumnus; Courtney Beauchamp.  Some of the 

boyõs and girlõs basketball players that play for the Chipola   
Indians had a three point shoot-out followed by a dunk contest. 

The seniors then were divided into their respective school 
groups for campus tours with ambassadors that graduated from 

their school acting as tour guides. The Chipola Ambassadors 

were 2008 Altha Public School Graduates Taylor Shelton, 
Christa Miller, and Caitlyn Hansford. They took the seniors on 

a walking tour of the campus and visited many vocational 

classes such as Nursing, Electronics, Cosmetology, Mechanics, 
and Surveying.  They continued on the tour to other academic 

buildings and classes on campus, beginning with a walk through 

the Administration Building which houses the office of the 

President of Chipola College, Mr. Gene Prough. 

After a small break outside the Fine Arts Building, Chipolaõs 
Show Choir entertained us with several musical numbers.  One 

of Althaõs own, Audrey Brown, is a member, did a fantastic job 

and represented Altha Public School really well. 

The seniors then moved to Chipolaõs Auditorium where 
the seniors observed a scene of Chipola Theaterõs adaptation of 

the play òBus Stopó which they will perform Nov. 6-9, 2008. 

After the tour of the campus, the seniors were escorted 

back to the Johnson Health Center for lunch consisting of pizza 

by Hungry Howies and cookies by Subway.  The Seniors would 
like to thank Mr. Broward Pitts for driving the bus and Mr.  

Russell Baggett and Mrs. Shirley Lee for chaperoning this     

excellent trip. 

During the week of Nov.10-14, 2008 the Altha Public 
School Library is hosting a Scholastic Book Fair. The theme of 

the book fair this year is going to be òReading Safari.ó The Book 

Fair is for everybody; students, parents, and teachers. Tuesday 

evening, Nov 11th is Family Event for students and the   parents 
to come check out the book fair.  Family Event begins at 3:00 

p.m. and last until 6:00 p.m.  All proceeds from the book fair 

benefit the library and are used to buy more books, A.R    
Quizzes and Author visits.  

By Sheila Garrish 

S c h o l a s t i c  B o o k   

F a i r  C o m i n g  

Altha Public Schoolõs Fall Dessert Concert is Thursday,  
November 6, 2008 beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the Altha Church 

of God in Altha, Florida.  Catsõ  Cuisine in conjunction with the 

Altha Choral Group extends an invitation to join them for an 

evening of òdelightful music and an array of delicious desserts.ó 
The price is $7 a ticket and everyone is welcome to attend.  

Please make reservations by Wednesday, November 5, 2008 by 

calling Altha Public School at 850-762-3121. Feel free to also 
call if you have any questions. 

F a l l  D e s s e r t  

C o n c e r t  

By Sheila Garrish 



 

 

 

G r e e k  G o d  P o s e i d o n  
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By Shayla Reagan 

C l u b / C l a s s  N e w s 

2009. Eighth Graders please make sure 

to pay your dues.. 

During Autumn Fest ,  the 

eighth graders chose Rodeo attire as 

the costume theme.  Ms. McGill, Mr. 
Bagge t t  and  some o f  the  c l ass          

performed a l ine dance to A lan       

Jacksonõs song Goodtime before the    
Autumn Fest Assembly.  Corey Barton 

and Michaela Strawn represented the 

Eighth Grade and won the 7-9th Grade     

Division by raising the most money 

throughout the week.  Corey dressed 

as a rodeo clown and Michaela was a 

Cowgirl.  Zack Williams was their  
special escort for the assembly for he 

dressed as a rodeo bull.  The Eighth 

G r a d e r s  w o n  t h e  C o s t u m e            
Participation Contest at Autumn Fest 

with their class having the most     

students dressed using their theme of 

Rodeo.  Congratulations Eighth Grade! 

Ms. McGill and Mr. Baggettõs 
Eighth Graders have been busy since the 

first day of school.  The Class Officers for 

the year include: Corey Barton, President; 

Ryan Wood, Vice-President; Just in     
Waldorff, Secretary; Kaylee McCalvin, 

Treasurer; Zack Williams, Reporter; and 

Madelyn Lytle, Student Council Represen-
tative.  The class also voted to collect $5 

Dues for the year so they may purchase 

more float supplies for Homecoming 

By Russell Baggett 

8 t h  G r a d e  W i n s  A u t u m n  F e s t  C o n t e s t  

Mrs. Sumnerõs 6th Social Studies classes have been busy 

learning about the Egyptians.  One of the culminating       

assignments for the unit had the students designing a project 

that would represent Egypt or its history.  The projects were 

excellent.  Everything from replicas of pyramids to chocolate 

candy shape like a pharaohõs sarcophagus was displayed.  The 

students really enjoyed learning about Egypt and showing 

their artistic abilities with their assignment. 

By Russell Baggett 

6 t h  G r a d e  E g y p t i a n s  

The 7th Grade under the leadership of Mrs. Bailey and 

Mrs. Rehberg have elected class officers for the 2008-2009 

school year.  Serving as president is Brett Bozeman,         

Vice-President is Kolby Bailey, Treasurer is Kevin Dean,   

Secretary is Trace Williams, and Reporter is Porter Smith.  

The 7th Graders are busy preparing their ABC Reports on 

their   chosen state in Mrs. Sewellõs Geography class.  They 

are   telling interesting facts about their state using the letters 

of the alphabet . 

By Russell Baggett 

7 t h  G r a d e  N e w s  

Mrs. Adkinõs 5th Language Arts and Social Studies classes 

are busy writing essays to enter into the history essay      

contest sponsored by the Chipola Chapter of the Daughters 

of the American Revolution.  The focus for this yearõs essays 

is on our sixteenth president, Abraham Lincolnõs Gettysburg 

Address.  This speech was written and given during one of 

the darkest periods in the history of the United States; the 

American Civil War.  Good luck 5th Graders with your   

essays. 

By Russell Baggett 

5 t h  G r a d e  N e w s  

Mrs. Marshallõs World History classes have recently been 

learning about the Greek gods and goddesses.  As a final   

wrap-up, they had to make sculptures to represent the god or 

goddess that they like 

the most.  Pictured is 

Dawn McCuthcheonõs 

sculpture of the god 

Poseidon who is the 

god of the sea.  He is 

one of six sibl ings 

born to the goddess 

R h e a ,  t h e  G r e e k 

mother of earth and 

Cronus, the youngest 

and first titan ruler.  

Poseidon received his 

powers from Cronus.    Excellent Job, Dawn! 

Jeremy Pate Photo 

Breanna Walker (left) from 

Mrs. Sumnerõs Social   

Studies Class proudly   

displaying her Egyptian 

assignment.  She made a 

piece of paper using the 

technique the Egyptians 

used when making papyrus 

and then wrote her name on 

it in Egyptian hieroglyphics. 

Brooke Boggs (right) is 

holding her replica of an 

Egyptian mummy entitled 

Banafrit meaning òbeautiful 

one.ó 

Russell Baggett Photos 



 

 

1.  GSOTH   ____________________ 

2.  CWTIH   ____________________ 

3.  EAHEWLNOL  ____________________ 

4.  DNYCA   ____________________ 

5.  TEDUHAN    SOEUH ____________________ 

6.  ABST   ____________________ 

7.  UIMNPPK   ____________________ 

8.  MCUETOS   ____________________ 

9.  EDRSIP   ____________________ 

10.  CALKB    TCA  ____________________ 

11.  TROBOCE   ____________________ 

12.  LNBIGO   ____________________ 

13.  LLFA   ____________________ 

H a l l o w e e n  W o r d  S c r a m b l e  
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Caption describing picture or graphic. 

E n t e r t a i n m e n t

Wildcat Wisdom:   

Here is another hint: 
 

Favorite Quote:      Cheese and Crackers 
 

Itõs none other than:  

Mr. Kevin Hand Science/Math Teacher By Meagan Branch 

Halloween 
 

Halloween is frightening, 

In the season of fall, 

All the ghosts are calling, 

Their shrill sound makes skin crawl. 

 

Halloween is terrifying,  

In the season of fall, 

Evil witches are petrifying, 

Their spells will make you bawl. 

 

Halloween is scary, 

In the season of fall, 

Goblins are very hairy, 

Their looks will make you stall. 

By Meagan Branch 


